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-THE county 

DIRE WARNINGS ON ‘THE PLAN ' 

A DA’s CONFIDENTIAL LETTER ADVISES 
THE SUPERVISORS TO TAKE ACTION SOON 

HEN A "CONFIDENTIAL" LETTER FROM THE 
district attorney to the county super¬ 
visors came to light last week, it re¬ 
vealed that Inyo County may be in far more dif¬ 
ficulties with its "General Plan" situation 
than had earlier been estimated by the public, 
the media, and perhaps even by a few public of¬ 
ficials* 

At stake, as it stands now, are no less 
serious questions than whether the county can 
legally make zoning changes; whether it may le¬ 
gally approve subdivision maps; or even whether 
its official bodies can issue (or, presumably, 
deny) building permits. Although Inyo County 
now presently assumes authority in these areas. 
District Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons warns the 
board of suparvisors, as their attorney, that 
"V.'ithout the legal ability to make*..findings 
based on a legally sufficient general plan, the 
county risks being deprived through litigation" 
of its authority in those, and probably other, 
critical areas. 

In his letter to the board, whipja was 
marked confidential, and dated March 10, the 
district attorney based his findings on Calif¬ 
ornia Government Code Section 65302 which de¬ 
mands that county governments meet the require¬ 
ments of a minimal nine mandated elements in 
drawing up their general plans. Says Gibbons: 
"Inyo County has not adopted five of the man¬ 
dated elements; furthermore, serious questions 
exist as to whether the four elements which 
have been adopted comply with current state 
law. The state law requires that all zoning, 
all subdivision maps, and certain building per¬ 
mits be consistent with the general plam.V 

The district attorney offered soira dire 
warnings to the board in the general plan mat¬ 
ter. “e said litigation concerning the general 
plan "may be commenced against a county by the 
attorney general or by any private citizen 
„ residing within the county." 

Asked late la st week if the attorney gen¬ 
eral is now taking action against Inyo County, 
Gibbons said only that the attorney general 
has not contacted him. As to whether he had 
"advised" the board of supervisors about the 
critical state of the county general plan is¬ 
sue, Gibbons replied that he "could nob comm¬ 
ent" on that. His letter to the board of sup- 
rrvii sors was noted in the minutes of a sup¬ 
ervisors meeting more than a week ago, but it 
had gone overlooked by the local media. Copies 
of the letter were provided upon request from 
the supervisors’ clerk's office, however, and 
a private news source called it to the atten¬ 
tion of Eastern Sierra:News Service. 

* A 3 for possible action by the state att- 
(See GENERAL PUN, Back Pago) 


- WATER ISSUE 

METERING INYO HOMES 

THE DWP PLANS TO MOVE 
AHEAD ON ITS PROGRAM 

Y NO TAUT STRETCH OF THE 
wildest public or offici¬ 
al imagining could the 
latest DY/P move to meter Inyo's 
water users be seen as other than what it is - 
a punitive action at worst, or a profit-grab 
at best. Los Angeles would further tighten its 
grip on the Owens Valley colonials who of late 
have shown a strong tendency to rebel. 

If things go in the direction the Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power would like - and there 
is much evidence to indicate they may not - 
then DWP will have installed water meters on 
all business and residential properties in In¬ 
yo County by mid—1979 at the latest. The long- 
discussed and much-opposed plan became last 
week an imminent reality with DWP's conclusion 
of a self-serving "status report" shot through 
with unconvincing and questionable statistics 
purportedly gleaned from water-use studj.es 
here. Disregarded out of hand were contradic¬ 
tory statistics, provided through exhaustive 
and objective county studies, that desert¬ 
dwelling Inyo Countians, though clearly in 
need of "more" water, in fact tend to use less 
than their L.A. fellow-sufferers. 

In announcing its intentions to go ahead 
with the metering project, DWP went to no ap¬ 
parent pains to disguise the fact that Inyo's 
water usurpers will also be charged more for 

(See METERING, Page 5) 

-—-NEWS BRIEFS 

TAPPING THE TAX BARREL 

CHANNEL 3 WANTS A SUBSIDY; ICEMA BASKS 
IN A KINDLIER LIGHT; METRICS IN THE 0B- 
, STETRICAL WARD; POISON GRASS FOR DOPERS 

CED WITH THE ONGOING AND VEXING PRODUCTION 
costs common to all media outlets. Bish¬ 
op's tiny but ambitious Community Video 
Project group last week turned again to Inyo's 
county government for a bread-and-butter sub¬ 
sidy. Channel 3's Sue Danielson argued that 
CVP3 is a "community service. We feel we should 
be funded." The board turned down Danielson.'s 
$2,716 request and suggested instead that CVP3 
sell advertising, get subscriptions, or incor¬ 
porate and sell stocks, but Danielson express¬ 
ed her channel's aspirations toward "objective" 
purity. Unconvinced, the board referred the is¬ 
sue to the district attorney, asking him to 
rule on whether such funding from county funds 
would be legal. In the minds of observers and 
officials alike remained unanswered the quest¬ 
ion of whether a debt to government would be 
more comnromising to "objectivity" than would 
service to advertisers. 

AT LEAST SOf.E COUNTY 0FFTCIAI3 ARE REVISING 
their earlier, first opinions about the feder¬ 
ally-funded Inland Counties Emergency Medical 
Authority (ICEMA)• Supervisor Hebert London, 
who said a month ago that he was "ashamed to 
be associated with the program," and who ex¬ 
pressed concern that federal dollars were be¬ 
ing wasted in just another federal grant proj¬ 
ect, last week offered to the board a letter of 

.(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 3) 
























» » » NOTES FR OM B.K .« « « 

TH3 PARAQUAT ISSUE: Another of 
NE7/S-LETTER' s anonymous corres¬ 
pondents - apparently one with 
a very personal interest - asks 
about the herbicide. Paraquat, 
that for some time has been 
sprayed in quantity on Mexican 
marijuana fields. And we can un¬ 
derstand such concern: Paraquat 
is a tasteless, odorless, and 
otherwise undetectable (without 



elaborate laboratory facilities) 1 benett kessler 


poison that the Mexican.government.is using to 
end its marijuana problem. Paraqudt causes "ir¬ 
reversible" lung damage, and state health of¬ 
ficials warn that "no" marijuana now in use in 
the United States - particularly the border 
states of California, Arizona, New Mexico and 
Texas - is "safe" to users. To get the latest 
word on Paraquat (for the benefit of the let¬ 
ter writer, or anyone else interested), we cal¬ 
led the State Health Department, substance ab¬ 
use division. Program Chief Sally Davis prov¬ 
ided the following information: The apparent 
"scoundrel" in the issue is the greedy Mexican 


marijuana farmer vho discovered that he could 
quickly harvest his crop before the herbicide 
killed it, sell it to the dope dealers since 
they have no v/ay of detecting (or caring About) 
it. In the United States, some 60 % cf the mari¬ 
juana used comes from Mexico where the Mexican 
government is "spraying every field." But in 
California the percentage is much higher-than 
60 % (up to 90)1, it was learned from other re¬ 
liable sources). At least two California fat¬ 
alities have been attributed to use of Para¬ 
quat-sprayed marijuana, and those are only two 
that happened to come to light. 7/hat are the 
symptoms of a Paraquat-marijuana victim? Aft¬ 
er some continued usage, there is nosebleed) 
mouth and respiratory inflammation, chest pain 
and vomiting. The poison "builds up" in the 
system. It causes scarring and fibrosis in the 
lungs. 7/hat are the chances of an Inyo County 
user being poisoned by Paraquat? The state 
health department says officially that it is 
"seriously concerned" and that "grass" import¬ 
ed through California or Arizona borders is 
considered dangerous, and that "no dealer" at 
any level can be trusted to provide "safe mar¬ 
ijuana." One more warning: "Washing" the grass 
does not relieve it of the herbicide, ^ext 
question? 


OBVIOUSLY, TO THE MOST SIMPLE MEND, the solu¬ 
tion to the Paraquat problem is clear: Leave 
the grass alone, don't smoke it - and don't 
trust the pusher who claims that his stuff is 
home-grown. He's the first one to suspect, be¬ 
cause the demand, and the price, for "safe" 
marijuana will soon be going up. It's been 10 
years and some of the kids of the sixties still 
haven't grown up. 7111 they ever? 

-5HBS- 

NOTE TO THE PUSHERS: If you sell poisoned mar¬ 
ijuana to a buyer who is damaged or killed by 
it, you become liable to prosecution on felony 
charges up to and including manslaughter. 

"JEANHEE"HARNESS, Inyo's answer to the women- 
in-public-office issue, is out campaigning to 
be elected sheriff of Inyo - and, already, the 
potential voters are trying to extract promis- 
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es from her if she wins. In her parson-t.o-oer- 
son campaign program she ran into one of the 
county's chronic drunks. With a breath that 
could be a fire hazard and with words slurred 
by his current alcoholic condition, he assured 
the candidate that she'd get his vote "if you 
will promish me dat the nex' time I git arres¬ 
ted, you'll get me a call in the new jail ad- 
dishun." 

■JHHfr 

THE EASTERN CALIFORNIA MUSEUM ASSOCIATION, or¬ 
iginally formed to establish the museum at In¬ 
dependence, has very little official authority 
these days, since the county took over the op¬ 
erational control of both the museum and the 
Commander's House. And now it is losing more 
ground, thanks to in-fighting within its own 
ranks - or so says a source in Hie county ad¬ 
ministration. Another association feud erupt¬ 
ed recently with a new issue, that of .the ques¬ 
tion'of who owns, a typewriter and file’cabin¬ 
et) the museum, or the association? And as for 
the papers that were once held in the file, 
they're said to be mysteriously missing. And 
the board of supervisors "won't touch this one 
with a ten-foot board order," 

A MYSTERIOUS FELLOW NAMED "BUCK" (and we don 't 
mean the district attorney who is very unmys— 
terious indeed), was recently hired to do some 
construction work on a house being sold- to a 
deputy district attorney, Greg James. The deal 
was still in escrow when James, along with a 
friend,' went to Io'ok at the house. "Buck" was 
asked if it was alright for the pair to enter. 

No problem, said "Buck," who then departed. 
Inside was a scene out of "Psycho": furniture 
literally chopped up, holes smashed into the 
walls, drapes ripped down and other furniture 
burning in the back yard. "It looked like 
someone went crazy," said James who added 
that he really expected to find someone dead. 
"Buck" has disappeared (perhaps to his wooden 
tepee on the Stanislaus River), and the loan 
company came to appraise the house (James has 
no word on their findings), but James hopes 
to go through with the deal. It’s a house on 
Keough Street, owned by Steve Carpenter. 

■IBM* 

THEY'RE GOING TO DO IT, SURE AS SHOOTING. The 
DWP advises in a one-paragraph press release 
its plan to hold a public hearing on its plan 
to install meters on all properties in Inyo 
County. The DWP is well aware of what the pop¬ 
ular input will be at such a hearing-) nobody, 
but nobody, wants water meters, and most feel • 
that unmetered water is the least that DWP can 
provide for a county that Los Angeles has rap— • 
ed since the turn of t he century. The "public 
hearing", however, is a matter of necessary 
procedure before the D7/P can install the wat¬ 
er meters, and even the LA officials know it 
is a sarcasm. Details on Page 1. 

BISHOP ATTORNEY JERRY HUNTLEY says he doubts 
if he'd "ever make it" as one of this column's 
"Very Pleasant People." Not so, Jerry. Since 
our chat the other day, you'd rank near the 
top. "News" and "law" are two professional 
fields that must sometimes collide) (Don't 
the other disciplines, history, sociology, 
science, etc., often compete or contradict ?) 

(See B.K.'s NOTES, Page 3) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued 

But they find common ground in at least one 
areas public service. '•Law" forms the basis of 
civilized society; "The press" informs society 
about how the law is administered and toward 
what ends, and reflects the public’s view to¬ 
ward the law. 

EVERY NOT AND THEN SOME VERY VALID AND VERY in¬ 
teresting ideas turn up in letters that come 
to the NEV/S-LSTTER anonymously. Sorry, we can 
no longer publish such letters - unless the 
writer identifies himself to us. His or her id¬ 
entity will be protected, but we at least must 
know the source. In that regard, ours is the 
same policy of the press everywhere. 

"SLIPPAGE"? Well, when in doubt, make up anew 
euphemism. In recent years the emergence of 
bureaucracy has bred a whole new system of 
writing and talking, and we call it Bureaucrat- 
ese. "Slippage" is bureaucracy's newest addi¬ 
tion to its dictionary which already contains 
such classics as "underachiever" (a dumb brat), 
"hazard reduction engineer" (Forest Service 
Bureaucratese for a brush cutter), etc. And 
where did we run into slippage? We slipped in¬ 
to it when the federal food stamp program, 
(very like the ^alibu hillside homes) began 
a course of "slippage." We checked it out with 
the Inyo County welfare director, Norm Paulson, 
and he explained that the food stamp program 
will get some "new direction" sometime next 
fall - after it recovers from "slippage." And 
what does all That mean? The.rough translation 
is that the food stamps may soon be going out 
for free. As it stands now the users must pay 
at least something for them. Paulson said he 
expects that free stamps will mean an increase 
in the program. "Not paying is very appealing " 
to those on the program, acknowledges Paulson. 
Indeed, it must be. We're all for any help av¬ 
ailable to those truly - and justifiably - in 
need; but not free stamps for those who want 
to live, and play, for free. Some bums buy 
beer and dope with what they save by using the 
food stamps. Utopia, at last i 

, 


or maybe out chasing after the (boy? girl?) 
ravens. "Ebony" is a talking bird with a big 
vocabulary. One day I saw him strutting import¬ 
antly on the courthouse lawn, talking to him¬ 
self. Not unlike some county officials we 
know. 

AN ANONYMOUS WHITER (STILL ANOTHER ONE!) sug¬ 
gests darkly that a fire marshall's report 
about Southern Inyo Hospital may have been 
ignored. But Fire Marshall Art Craft says he 
knows of no big problems, that remodelling is 
still under way at the hospital. "We've done 
everything the fire marshall has said to do," 
says Hospital Administrator Merlyn Pinney. 

PUSHBUTTON ENLIGHTENMENT. An outfit calling 
itself "Automated Learning, Inc.," advertises 
cassette tapes that will instantly improve 
"memory power, listening and concentration," 
and helps one to learn math, biology, law, 
"instant meditation, ■'witchcraft, the Univers¬ 
al Mind, and much, much moreJ" With all that, 
what's left? 

AND MY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY, be good news... 
...Every day. 


Sincerely, 
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SO ‘.THAT'DO YOU THINK ABOUT A BUS-FUL of elder¬ 
ly people stuck on a remote roadway with, a 
breakdown? Not much, says at least one of the 
county's highway patrolmen, who found just 
that kind of situation* On a hot summer day, 
particularly in the southern part of the coun¬ 
ty, such an occurrence could mean disaster. 

Hie highway patrolmen are privately expressing 
the hope that the county will install radio 
communications equipment in the senior citiz¬ 
ens buses. Under law, nobody under 55 can ride 
in the buses, and that means a driver might 
not have much help in an emergency. 

VERY PLEASANT FERSON DEPARTMENT: Kay Condie 
of Independence. Kay's the cashier at the' 1 gen¬ 
eral store, and even when the ski crowds get 
noisy and demanding she manages a patience to 
admire. Always a kind word. 

. , 4BBF 

MORE VPP's: JIM AND COLEEN RANDOLPH...and al¬ 
so their pet raven "Ebony." That bird causes 
a lot of concern, occasionally getting lost, 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

praise for ICEMA. The letter was from Walt 
Primmer, lauding ICEMA for what he called "a 
program of benefit to emergency care in Inyo 
County." Area fire chiefs share the view be¬ 
cause it is from ICEMA that their members re¬ 
ceive a much-needed program of EMT training." 

THE COUNTY'S NEWBORN NOW T/lriGH IN AT BIRTH IN 
measurements of grams, not ounces, all a part 
of,a general move toward metric weights and 
measures and away from traditional ounces and 
pounds. Under direction from the state govern¬ 
ment, county medical personnel must fill out 
new forms whose statistical information must 
be provided in grams and centimeters. Possibly 
confusing to the new mom may be the informati¬ 
on, coldly impersonally metiicized, that Junior 
arrived weighing 2,920 grams pounds), and 
he is ii.6.1 Centimeters long. Not only that, 
but he made his appearance into the new compu¬ 
terized, standardized world at 0200 hours, in- 

(NEW3 BRIEFS Continued, Page k) 





















-ENTERTAINMENT: 

MOVIES: NO R's OR X's FOR BISHOP 

"SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER" MAY PASS, BUT 
HOLLYWOOD'S SEX-VIOLENCE FLICKS AREN'T 
FOR THE HOMEFOLKS, SAYS THEATER OWNER 

I F "PREVAILING COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF MORALI- 
ty" set the pace for California's ccw-coun- 
. ty exhibitors (and they usually do), then 
Inyo cinema fans have little to fear from the 
new owner of the county's single movie house, 
the Bishop Theater. He thinks like the hone folk. 

Inyo's leap into sudden filmdora spiritu¬ 
ality occurred when Blair Hilborn, a down-south 
former cop, bought the county's showhouses from 
long-time owner Merton Pond. But Pond's book¬ 
ings hadn't been all that bad either. 

In future weeks, what few R-Rated flicks 
that will glow from the Bishop screen, includ¬ 
ing "Saturday Night Fever," will do so at mid¬ 
week when the impressionable young are presum¬ 
ably in bed resting up for another hard day at 
• school. 

Not only the film fare will undergo san¬ 
itization. Hilborn wants to upgrade and clean 
,.:'up the often-vanadalized theater and keep it 
that way. Growing complaints from serious ad¬ 
ult moviegoers irritated by noisy youngsters 
may socn be answored by some drastic measures; 

' the new theater owner says he's willing if need 
be to follow the lead of many California thea¬ 
ters and ban entirely kids 12 to 16. A tough 
measure in a town where the kids already com¬ 
plain about "nothing to do," but a measure no 
less appealing viewed in the light of .ripped 
and slashed theater seats - and the fact that 
surveys show that adult attendance tends to in¬ 
crease in ratio to juvenile decrease. 

Hilborn's advent into the exhibitor busi¬ 
ness was prompted by no great drive to show or 
even see motion pictures; for several years he 


LEARNING THE FACTS OF INYO BUSINESS 
LIFE: HILBORN'S DEALINGS WITH THE DWP 

Blair Hilborn bought two theaters, 
the downtown Bishop Theater, and the 
drive-in theater south of Bishop located 
on DWP land. Despite common public infor¬ 
mation and DVJP's statements to the cont¬ 
rary, Hilborn did in fact want to contin¬ 
ue and improve the drive-in. But, inex¬ 
plicably, DWP wants the drive-in torn down 
and is unwilling to be persuaded other¬ 
wise. Earlier, DWP implied that Hilborn 
could have another location, but as the 
summer season approaches there is "noth¬ 
ing available now." Later on, he could 
locate "two to eight miles" out on High¬ 
way 6. "With a cost of $75,000, it would 
not be worth it. They'd rather have tum¬ 
bleweed out on the highway, even though I 
offered to refurbish it to their wishes." 

had simply wanted to move to the mountains 
from Riverside County,and invest in some kind 
of a business. When the theater deal material¬ 
ized he had already made bids on a liquor store 
and oh Economy Motors. The Economy Motors deal 
was in escrow when a controversial explosion 
and fire wrecked the place in February a year 

ap0 * (See MOVIES, Page 6) 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

stead of 2 a.m. What's worse, there are more 
than a few people uncomfortably aware that in 
a decade or so, at the rate things are going, 
"Junior" may be given a number instead of a 
name. 

YOUR MONEY OR YOUR LAND is the demand of a 
county ordinance that ostensibly provides a 
"green space" or park here and there in In¬ 
yo County. But the developers who must pay a 
fee, or surrender a parcel of their tracts to 
the county, have seen no great burgeoning of 
parks or anything else for their money. "I 
think it's this attitude in county govern¬ 
ment that Trill probably put the Jarvis amend¬ 
ment on the books," storms R.W. Anderson of 
Lone Fine's Spainhower Ranches, "Building fees 
are already high enough!" The supervisors now 
propose a new ordinance calling for a flat 
fee of $1^0 per parcel of land, but the gen¬ 
eral effect, or so it is thought, would be 
higher fees for Southern Inyo, lower ones for 
Northern Inyo. The sups are having another 
look at the issue, considering a fee based on 
land value. They are not, however, building 
parks, though the fee has been collected for 
a long time. 

SO LACKING IN PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT is the Ow¬ 
ens Valley School at Independence that a few 
concerned local people are sponsoring a dance 
to raise funds. The contributors (at $$ per 
couple or $3 for singles) will dance to the 
tunes of a local group, "Sandy and the High 
Country," at the Independence Legion Hall. Sim¬ 
ilar past fund-raisers have been successful. 

TOTH TWO NEW VICTIMS OF BLEEDING LUNGS report¬ 
ed at Northern California towns, the district 
attorney was prompted to make a statement ab¬ 
out herbicide-sprayed marijuana that is now 
smuggled into the state from Mexico. "I under¬ 
stand that most of the marijuana in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty is not local and is supplied from the same 
sources as Southern California, all largely 
from Mexico. With that in mind," said the 
cautiously-worded understatement,"! would warn 
against smoking marijuana." The district att¬ 
orney said he had "heard on the news" that 
"someone is selling test kits to determine if 
their 'grass' has been treated with Paraquat," 
but the report has'been unsubstantiated, and 
no reliable "kits" have appeared. 

SOME REPUBLICAN POLITICOS, including Congress ' 
Conservative Bill Ketchum, arrive for Saturday 
appearances at Independence, Bishop, Lone line. 
Schedules A Bishop breakfast; Noon lunch at 
Independence's Feed Bag Cafe; Buffet dinner 
and cocktails at Lone Pine's Sierra Trails. A 
Ketchum booster, Keith Bright of Independence, 
said Assemblyman Ken Maddy, gubernatorial can¬ 
didate, and Bill Snyder, running for state sen¬ 
ator, will accompany the congressman and they 
will be open to questions from constituents 
at all three functions. 

THE INYO COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION has tem¬ 
porarily set aside an earlier plan to hire a 
business manager. Costs and other considera¬ 
tions have so far blocked the proposal, a pri¬ 
ority when John Snyder assumed leadership. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time^ 
ly. Letter should not exceed 200 words and those with 
concisely stated viewpoints are most likely to be published. Address your state¬ 
ment to Box 531, Independence, 93526. NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter does not necessarily mean that the editors are in agreement with its content. 



NOSTALGIA AND 12-CENT BREAD: 

EMERGENCE OF THE PROFITEER 

Dear Sir: 

Do you recall when you could walk down 
to a corner grocery store and get a loaf of 
bread for 12(5, and the owner, who was a butch¬ 
er, would drop in some free meat scraps for 


fied and substantiated information concern¬ 
ing any public agency or official, but is 
disinclined to allow itself to be used for 
personal attacks. Although the local media 
is unable to find evidence of mismanagement 
atSouthern Inyo Hospital, it is clear that 
there may be a severe morale problem. 


your dog along with the quarter's worth of meat 
you bought for your mother? 

I do, and today in the efficient super¬ 
markets we pay over 800 for a loaf of bread or 
a box of Kleenex! And when I realize that thou¬ 
sands of shops have all kinds of merchandise on 
their shelves and in storerooms worth millions 
of dollars that can magically increase in val¬ 
ue overnight by the mere changing of price la¬ 
bels, I feel it is time to stop blaming the 
government for inflation and, using a mirror, 
recognize the cause of inflation for what it 
is, - plain, simple, but suicidal greed. The 
correction of inflation, like its cause, lies 
in the attitudes and actions of each one cf us, 

- Del Chambers, 

Lone Pine 

(Editors' Note: Indeed, the editor remem¬ 
bers a better day of personal service, 
and regrets its passing. As Reader Cham¬ 
bers points out, there are many retail 
outlets that sell "stored!' merchandise at 
a higher price, even though it was purch¬ 
ased wholesale before the wholesale price 
went up, effecting an increased profit. 

On the other hand, NEWS-LETTER knows per¬ 
sonally of one store that does not mark 
up shelf prices except for goods purchas¬ 
ed at new higher wholesale price - a food 
outlet at Independence. There may be oth¬ 
ers. Such honesty is seldom seen.) 

* # * 

LONE PINE HOSPITAL ISSUE: 

THE LETTERS CONTINUE 

NEWS-LETTER would like to note re- ' 
ceipt of two more letters critical of the 
administration of Southern Inyo Hospital, 
but, again, regrettably unsigned, other , 
than with the initials "R.S.", and "C.A.S." 

One'letter reminds the editor of a 
* NEWS-LETTER item of 2/13/78 in which was 
implied that the hospital leaders had 
warned personnel against talking to the 
press; the other suggesting that NEWS¬ 
LETTER had "swept under the rug" a state 
fire marshall's report. The latter issue 
was previously unknown to NEWS-LETTER and 
is being looked into. 

NEWS-LETTER would like to remind 
the hospital's critics that it neither v 
supports nor attacks the hospital board; 
that public criticism aimed at the hos¬ 
pital so far has been in the form of per¬ 
sonal attacks against board members and, 
as such, deserve little attention from a - 
responsible press. NEWS-LETTER suffers no 
nervous tremors about publishing any veri¬ 


METERING, Continued 

water than the exhorbitant rates already ex¬ 
tracted from L.A. users 2^0 mles away. 

Says the DWP report: "Findings of test 
metering coroborate the previous indication 
that Gwens Valley per capita water consumption 
based on the 1977 census is abnormally high - 
over 700 gallons per person per day" — and, 
according to DWP's remarkable figures, even 


DWP'S MAGICAL GRASS ENGINEERING: 

"REQUIRING" THE ROOT SYSTEMS TO CHANGE 

Tighter controls by the Department 
of V/ater and Power on Owens Valley v/ater 
usage has provided the DWP with some per¬ 
plexing problems of logic - but in its re¬ 
port, some of these v/ere handily resolved 
in advance. 

One of these v/as the question of "ir¬ 
rigation," or, in simple English, "water¬ 
ing your lawn," and trying to keep it al¬ 
ive under the DWP's proposed rates. The 
solution offered offhand by DWP was seen 
as nothing short of miraculous by those 
wbb labor each summer with lawns that re¬ 
main only reluctantly green even with ex¬ 
tensive watering. 

DWP calls, first, for "adjustments" 
in "irrigation procedures" - the installa¬ 
tion (by those who can afford it) of elab¬ 
orate sprinkler systems. When that is done, 
suggests the report, "watering is reduced 
from present practices to the required 
four feet of duty" and this will "require* 
a change in the plants' root systems in 
order to extract needed v/ater from slight¬ 
ly greater depths (6-12 inches )," 

But will the plants be like their 
owners - unctuously eager to co-operate 
with the DWP's requirements? 

. Answers the DWP report: "During the 
plant adaptation period, lawns may not ap¬ 
pear strong and healthy as they have under 
the present irrigation practice." But, as 
implied in the DWP's optimistic report, it 
is only a stage they'll be going through. 

higher in some cases. In 1976, DWP had public¬ 
ly stated that Inyo Countiann use up to 1200 
gallons a day, but, met with guffaws and rid¬ 
icule, revised the figure downwards at least 
twice, settling finally on estimates - none 
substantiated by any available figures - of 
anywhere from 600 to 900. 

But county observers feel that gallonage 
is, at best, a red herring issue by which DWP 

• (See METERING, Page 6) 
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MOVIES, Continued 

An improvement program will include 
reupholstering the theater seats (He bought a 
commercial sewing machine to do the otherwise 
expensive job himself), new curtains ?nd car¬ 
peting, and an automatic projector booth and 
stereophonic sound - a two year project in all, 
and one costing about $20,000. With that kind 
of outlay involved, there's a good chance he'll 
be watching closely those who would knife the 
seats, spray the screen or bubble-gum the carp¬ 
eting. 

Last week, the new Bishop businessman 
talked to NEWS-LETTER Reporter Benett Kessler, 
and talked about, among other things, where the 
movies are heading in Inyo County, the impact 
of TV, and the kind of quality films he'll pro¬ 
vide the local fans: 

K: Has TV had an impact on theater-going 

here? 

H: It would if the closed-circuit channel 
were working - the one that would show movies. 
But as it is at present, no. People want to get 
out of the house. 

Ki How difficult is it for you to get 
first-run films? 

H: It depends on how. the film is. The 
theaters that can keep a show going for three 
to six weeks get the first shot in the cities. 
Yfe can't get initial first runs. 

K: You mentioned "movie politics"; what 
were you talking about? 

H: You do have to get into the politics. 

I have an industiy booker in L.A. who gets 
films for me. Our problem is that we can show 
a movie no longer than a week, and sometimes 
it doesn't draw an audience that long. "Oh, 

God" ran strong for a week. 

K: What kind of films are you trying to 

get? 

H: Within the next two months we'll get 
"Close Encounters" and "Saturday Night Fever." 
But I don't want to show R-Rated movies on the 
weekends.."Saturday Night" is R...There are a 
lot of kids there then. This is strictly my 
own feeling. We could do well with this policy 
or it could back-fire. 

K: How do you pick what you want? 

H: There are sheets out that rate the 
shows...from 50 to 2000. I try to get the high¬ 
est-rated ones. "Star Wars" is the highest- 
rated I've seen, at 1800. "Oh, God" was 850, 
"Pete's Dragon," 500. R movies are hard to 
get and I ,can only run them three days. 

K: How much do your films cost you? 

H: Second features average around $65 
to $70. But the main feature is on a percent¬ 
age basis which is determined by what is tak¬ 
en in. "Oh, God" cost me $L|D00, or 67 |%» I'm 
establishing myself now. It's difficult be¬ 
cause a lot of theaters aren't paying their 
bills, so the distributors are wary. So, the 
night I'm finished, I put a check in the mail. 
That may help in getting future films. 

K: Where do you get your films? 

Ht From a company called Exhibitors' 
Service. ^ 

K: Havb you been approached by any black 
market offers? 

Hi No, but wo do occasionally leas4 the 
theater to an outfit who wants to show a -film 
like "Beyond and Back" and "Across the Groat 


Divide." But people get upset when they can't 
use their passes or discount card3 on this 
kind of deal. 

K: What kind of image do you want for 
your theater? 

H: A theater for the whole family. And 
that's difficult because they just don't make 
enough G (General) Rated movies. 


NEWS-LETTER's "comp!imentary" mailing 
list changes each week. To make sure you 
get your copy regularly, use the subscript¬ 
ion blank on Page 3 today. Subscribe now! 


METERING, Continued 

attempts justification of the meters. Many in 
Inyo, however, see the metering of water as 
punitive retribution for Inyo's toughening re¬ 
sistance to DWP's pervasive presence here. 

The county administrator and the board 
of supervisors have so far shown only reluct¬ 
ant willingness to do serious battle with the 
department over the metering issue. Some of 
the county officialdom, including Administrat¬ 
or John K. Smith, have stated publicly that a 
metering of water users may in fact be justi¬ 
fied, a position contrary to most public sent¬ 
iment. The officials complain instead only ab¬ 
out DWP's rate structure which would set Val¬ 
ley rates higher than those paid even in Los 
Angeles 250 miles away from the source of the 
water. Asked about last week's DWP report and 
the announced intentions to go ahead with the 
metering. Smith took a somewhat stronger posi¬ 
tion: "There is no justification," he said, 

"for metering. We have all the water we need, 
and there is no reason to cut back in abundance 
on the area of origin. Los Angeles rates should 
not )?e applied here." 

The district attorney, L.H. "Buck" Gib¬ 
bons, to whose lot has fallen the responsibil¬ 
ity of shepherding the county's DWP legal is¬ 
sues into the state courts, has enjoyed a mod¬ 
est success in the groundwater pumping case. 
Gibbons, questioned on the metering program, 
was not prepared to speculate on whether or 
not the county may take DWP to court on tills 
latest of Los Angeles depredations. , 

The Department '3 report was authored and 
signed by the familiar names in the DWP fight: 
Duane Georgeson, Jim WLckser, Lloyd Anderson, 
Charles McCauley, etc., engineers considered 
politically strong in the DWP-municipal heir- 
archy, but probably lacking in the technical 
expertise to gain any realistic water-ecosys¬ 
tem data for Owens Valley even if they were so 
inclined. 

The information providers do concede, 
however - as have a number of Los Angeles city 
officials - that use requirements here may be 
"slightly higher" than in Los Angeles which 
tends to more atmospheric humidity. A DWP lia¬ 
ison to Mayor Bradley, Masimora Kojima ("Mas" 
to his DWP associates and "Old Jfessa" to less 
kindly L.A. and Owens Valley critics) admitted 
in a press conference that "probably" Owens 
Valley residents need "five or six times" as 
much water to keep a lawn green as do L.A. res¬ 
idents. 

Metering of water users in Inyo County 

(METERING, Continued, Page 7) 
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GENERAL PLAN, Continued 

orney general against Inyo County, Gibbons 
warned the board that "In recent cases, other 
counties have temporarily lost or been' severe¬ 
ly limited in the exercise of the powers en¬ 
umerated above pending the adoption of a leg¬ 
ally sufficient general plan. These cases, 


WHERE DOES THE NEEDED UPDATE 
ON THE PLAN STAND AT PRESENT? 

The board of supervisors had set 
a "top priority" assessment on the county 
General Plan three years ago when the ad¬ 
ministration separated the Planning Dep¬ 
artment from the Public Works Department 
and gave it its own offices and direction 
under the recently-hired Doug Sherburne. 

Since that time, virtually nothing 
has been accomplished toward reworking 
the plan to bring it within the require¬ 
ments of the state law. Resignations and 
firings, public criticism and complaints 
of long waits for needed work, a continu¬ 
ing decline of morale, and a flood of pa¬ 
perwork thought by most employees and by 
some officials to be wasteful, have prov¬ 
en to be the office rule, not exception. 

Director Sherburne defends the de¬ 
partment with the persistent claim that 
he is understaffed. Not so, is the con¬ 
tradiction of some past and present emplo¬ 
yees, two of whom have already begun look¬ 
ing for other jobs, and also past emplo¬ 
yees long since resigned. It has been the 
private complaint of some planning dep¬ 
artment employees that Shelburne himself 
"does not work," that he "corrects and 
criticizes and has us do everything over 
sometimes three times." 

Asked to give the present status 
of the plan, late last week. County Ad¬ 
ministrator John K. Smith announced the 
hiring of a new Assistant Planner, Roger 
DeHart, and said that a present employee, 
Charlie Woods has been assigned "fulltime" 
to drawing up elements of the General Plan, 
Asked about the department's ongoing mor¬ 
ale problem, Smith said, "It may take a- 
while>before that ends. But I think they 
are going in the right direction." Smith 
said that he is aware that two department 
employees may be seeking other employment, 
but registered no great concern. Smith is 
meanwhilp doubtful that the warnings pro¬ 
vided in the district attorney's letter 
merit undue concern. "I'm not sure," he 
said, "that the information in the letter 
is correct. It is only one attorney's op¬ 
inion. 

Meanwhile, too, the administrator 
reflected the mixed feelings of the board 
of supervisors, none of whose members ap¬ 
pear to have a clear sense of just what 
steps the county must, or is able, to do 
about the stagnating General Plan issue. 

At least three supervisors have privately 
expressed serious doubts about Sherburne 
as a self-starting director of the Gener¬ 
al Plan project. Some have discussed - in¬ 
formally - the option of firing him. As for 
the morale problem, it is due directly in 


some cases to the supervisors themselves, 
who had asked planning department employ¬ 
ees to "come forward" privately and be de¬ 
briefed on what they thought they might do 
about the Plan outside of Sherburne. In at 
least two cases, the board members, or the 
administrator, or both, had promised dep¬ 
artmental employees their "backing" in dis¬ 
putes over wages, work priorities, etc., 
but then, faced with a vote, backed down to 
let the Plan sink still further into its 
peculiarly vaque and static malaise. 

Whether Gibbons' warnings and estima¬ 
tions will have much bearing on a board 
that has so far shown itself to be indecis¬ 
ive and lacking direction, has yet to be 
seen. 


and others under appeal, have made it abundant¬ 
ly clear that the courts and the state are 
strictly enforcing the' laws concerning general 
plans." 

What's worse, insofar as Inyo County is 
concerned, is that the attorney general's at¬ 
tentions have already been called to what Gib¬ 
bons refers to as "matters dlroctly or indirectly 

(See GENERAL ELAN, Back Page) 

METERING, Continued 

and the exaggerated rates proposed by DWP, are 
expected to have a devastating effect on what 
little greenery yet survives in this climate. 
Already, a DWP meter on a small and impover¬ 
ished church at Independence necessitated the 
removal of shrubbery, dead for the lack of ex¬ 
pensive water, to prevent a fire hazard. 

In terms of costs to users, the DWP of¬ 
fers statistics, but L.A. statistics have long 
shown themselves, to move up or down according 
to the prevailing winds of expediency and pow¬ 
er politics. DWP's most recent figures indic¬ 
ate that L.A. wants no more than about $101,- 
500 in metered fees, compared with the estim¬ 
ated $9i;,000 it gets in unmetered fees - all 
this based, of course, on whether Inyo users 
bow to the limits of usage that DWP would like 
to impose. The DWP said its costs of implemen¬ 
ting the program runs to about a quarter-mill¬ 
ion dollars for 8£0 residences, or just under 
$300 per house. The DWP pontificates that it 
wants to "assure proper water conservation," 
but assures the public in its report that its 
program "is not deemed to impose severe hard¬ 
ships on Owens Valley customers." 

Meanwhile, the water company v/as keeping • 
a low profile on the report itself; media rep¬ 
resentatives were told they'd have to take 
their notes from the report by personally call¬ 
ing at the DWP offices here. The only public 
word that had gone out was a brief, terse an¬ 
nouncement to the effect that DWP would soon 
be holding "public hearings" on the metering 
issue. Such hearings have previously been held 
in local water issues but they consitute little 
more than a formality demanded by law; nowhere 
on record is it shown that public input from 
Inyo County, or even Los Angeles, has ever had 
any affect on DWP decision-making. An unfet¬ 
tered entity unto itself, the Department of ’Wa¬ 
ter and Power has managed even to raise quest¬ 
ions among L.A, city councilman about how much 
power it woilds withqut any official controls. 


























GiiEHAL PLAN, Continued 

concerning" the plan. He cited as examples: 
"the settlement negotiations with the Depart¬ 
ment of ‘Water and Power, the Wiley rezoning" 

(a Pahrump Valley subdivision project that 
has created controversy here) "and the inves¬ 
tigation into the Knight Manor subdivision." 
it is also known, though the knowledge is not 
'widespread, that the county grand jury has 
looked, or is looking, into the same issues, 
among others not too far unrelated. 

The Gibbons letter offers some hope in 
the form of attomey-to-client advice, and 
Gibbons calls it "a limited haven" for count¬ 
ies in the same predicament as Inyo: "Specifi— 
cally," says Gibbons, the government code al¬ 
lows a county to apply to the state director 
of planning and research for an extension of 
time, not to exceed a year, to enable the 
county to bring its general plan under the re¬ 
quirements of the state government. 

"In our present posture," warns Gibbons, 
"we face dire consequences if litigation rais¬ 
ing the shortcomings of our general plan is 
filed." Gibbons went on to say that "making 
such an application is tantamount to an- admis¬ 
sion that our general plan is inadequate, but 
such an inadequacy could hardly be described 
as a secret in this point in time." 

Apparently, the legal research which 
fdimed the factual basis of the letter was 
ccmplej>ed by Gibbons and by Deputy District 
Attorney G reg James. The district attorney's 
ofiice was assigned to examine the county's 
situation some time back. 

_ Since the letter was written, with cop¬ 


ies going to the board, the county administra¬ 
tor and to Planning Director Doug Sherburne, 
the county government has taken no action on 
it, and a high state official which processes 
such matters broadly hints that an extension 
application may well be a matter of timely con¬ 
cern to the Inyo government. 

Vivian Kahn, chief of the community as 
sistance division of the State Office of Plan¬ 
ning and Research, told a NEVE-LETTER reporter 
that she has not seen any application for an 
extension of time for Inyo County. "The attor¬ 
ney general takes the requirements seriously," 
she pointed out. Kahn said that such an appli¬ 
cation would first require the action of the 
board of supervisors in the form of a resolut¬ 
ion. Even then, after application is made, the 
state does not provide rubbor-starap approval. 
"j.f the application is approved," said Kahn, 
it would be granted only after certain find¬ 
ings are made. First, we would want to know the 
reason why the plan wap not done, W Q would al¬ 
so impose certain conditions, ani we would al¬ 
low no decisions (by the county) to be made 
that would preclude implementation of the plan." 

Meanwhile, it has come to light that In¬ 
yo County is not alone in its problems with a 
General PLan. A state government survey rev¬ 
eals that a full k3% of California's cities 
and counties are (or late last year, were) la¬ 
boring with inadequate or unqualified Plans. 
Kahn says that in recent months that percent¬ 
age may have changed - thanks probably to the 
attorney general's attitudes and willingness 
to go to court with those counties that’have 
refvsed to meet the state's demands. 
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